
 
 

What this research is about 

Gambling is a popular activity in many countries. 

However, it can lead to addiction and harmful 

consequences for some people. In recent years, the 

Czech Republic has begun to tighten gambling 

regulations and reduce gambling opportunities. 

Casinos and gambling venues are widely available in 

the country. Immigrants are at higher risk of harm 

because they may gamble as a means to cope with 

the stress of living in and adapting to a new country.  

In this study, the researchers compared attitudes 

towards gambling, level of gambling participation, and 

prevalence of problem gambling among Ukrainians 

and Vietnamese living in the Czech Republic. These 

are two of the most represented groups of third 

country nationals living in the country. The term, third 

country national, is used to describe a person who is 

not a citizen of the European Union. The researchers 

also compared their findings to a similar survey that 

involved the majority population in 2017. 

What the researchers did 

The researchers carried out a survey study in 2019. 

The survey was prepared in the Czech language and 

then translated into five languages (Ukrainian, 

Vietnamese, Russian, English, and Mongolian). The 

survey was distributed in regions with a high 

concentration of third country nationals. There were 

216 respondents, of which 110 were Vietnamese and 

80 were Ukrainians. However, some questionnaires 

were not fully completed and could not be used. The 

final dataset included responses from 100 Vietnamese 

and 71 Ukrainians.  

The survey had three parts. The first part included the 

Attitudes Towards Gambling Scale-8 (ATGS-8) to 

assess gambling attitudes. The second part included 

questions about games played in the past year and 

the Problem Gambling Severity Index (PGSI). The PGSI 

was used to assess risk of problem gambling. The final 

part asked about substance uses (e.g., alcohol use) 

and demographic information (e.g., age, sex).  

What the researchers found 

Demographic characteristics 

The respondents of both groups either held 

permanent residence or long-term residence visa. The 

most common reason for their stay was employment 

or business. The second most common reason was 

What you need to know 

The researchers compared attitudes towards 

gambling, level of gambling participation, and 

prevalence of problem gambling among Ukrainians 

and Vietnamese living in the Czech Republic. They 

also compared their results to a similar survey that 

involved the majority population of the country. 

The researchers examined survey responses from 

100 Vietnamese and 71 Ukrainians. The results 

showed that both groups had similar negative 

attitudes towards gambling. Less than one-third of 

the respondents from both groups had gambled in 

the past year. Despite the low level of gambling 

participation, Vietnamese respondents were at 

higher risk of problem gambling. Around 4.21% of 

Vietnamese and 0.7% of Ukrainians were 

categorized as problem gambling. The prevalence 

of problem gambling was 0.6–1.0% for the 

majority population. Ukrainians had more similar 

gambling attitudes and preferences to the 

majority population than Vietnamese.  
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family reunification. Ukrainian respondents had a 

higher level of education and were more likely to be 

able to speak Czech. Around 9.5% of Ukrainians and 

23.3% of Vietnamese were not able to speak Czech.  

More Ukrainian respondents reported substance uses 

than Vietnamese respondents. About 49.5% of 

Ukrainians and 29% of Vietnamese reported smoking. 

The majority of Ukrainians (88.5%) reported alcohol 

use, compared to just over half for Vietnamese 

(56.6%). The percentages were similar for frequent 

alcohol use of at least several times a month. Around 

45.3% of Ukrainians and 39.3% of Vietnamese 

reported frequent alcohol use. 

Attitudes towards gambling  

Both groups had similar attitudes towards gambling, 

which were negative. The average scores on the 

ATGS-8 were 17.97 for Ukrainians and 18.29 for 

Vietnamese. A score of 24 is considered a neutral 

attitude, and lower scores indicate more negative 

attitudes. In the 2017 study, the majority population 

of the Czech Republic also held negative attitudes 

(average score of 17.76).  

People with little or no experience of gambling held 

the most negative attitudes towards gambling. The 

more games of chance that they played, the less 

negative their attitudes were towards gambling.  

Gambling participation and problem gambling  

Less than one-third of the respondents from both 

groups had gambled in the past year. Despite the low 

level of gambling participation, Vietnamese 

respondents were at higher risk of problem gambling. 

Vietnamese who gambled were more likely to report 

frequent gambling than Ukrainians. Around 14.94% of 

Vietnamese and 2.56% of Ukrainians were at some 

risk of problem gambling (scores higher than 0 on the 

PGSI). Around 4.21% of Vietnamese and 0.7% of 

Ukrainians were categorized as experiencing problem 

gambling (scores of 7 or higher). The prevalence of 

problem gambling was 0.6–1.0% for the majority 

population.  

Vietnamese respondents tended to play games of 

chance with immediate results (e.g., instant lotteries), 

casino games, odds betting, and online cash games. 

Ukrainian respondents tended to play more numerical 

lotteries, raffles, bingo, and tournament card games 

(poker). Ukrainian respondents’ preferences were 

more similar to those of the majority population. 

How you can use this research 

This study can inform gambling researchers and 

intervention providers about the risk of problem 

gambling among immigrant groups.  
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About Gambling Research Exchange (GREO) 

Gambling Research Exchange (GREO) has partnered 

with the Knowledge Mobilization Unit at York 

University to produce Research Snapshots. GREO is an 

independent knowledge translation and exchange 

organization that aims to eliminate harm from 

gambling. Our goal is to support evidence-informed 

decision making in safer gambling policies, standards, 

and practices. The work we do is intended for 

researchers, policy makers, gambling regulators and 

operators, and treatment and prevention service 

providers.  

Learn more about GREO by visiting greo.ca or emailing 

info@greo.ca 
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